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EDITOR’S  PAGE 

When  you  recei'^’e  this  issue  Alaska  vdill  have  been  proclaimed  (January  3rd) 
■;ne  state  of  the  United  States.  In  observance  of  this  long-resisted 

development  p  vre  are  devoting  mCath  of  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin  to  Alaska’s 
geography  and  cartography* 

As  an  inlroducticnp  we  are  privllaged  to  have  an  article  on  map  resources 
of  the  u:?tn  state  by  a  r&ative  of  Juneau,  Jeannette  Steward,  who  recently  completed 
a  iraHter’s  thesis  entitled,  '^Library  service  in  Alaska;  a  historical  study,"  for 
tne  Un.iversity  of  Washington*  Miss  Stewart  is  presently  Chief  Catalog  Librarian 
of  the  Oregon  Historical  Society.  Consider  this  article  a  beginning,  since  we 
h04:e  to  irjclude  in  another  issue  of  the  Bulletin  a  discussion  of  Alaskan  map 
rescurcei  in  libraries  outside  Alaska*  We  would  welcome  comments  and  suggestions 
(and  even  contributions)  about  any  library  or  research  resources  that  have  been 
overlooked. 


Be  s*re  to  read  the  report  on  our  "Big  Alaska  Contest"  and  begin  to  think 
about  the  tig  "50th  Annual  Meetir^g"  of  SLA  In  Atlantic  City,  May  31  through 
Jxu*e  4c  Morton  Cunderliffe  Wibberley  Is* 

(George  R,  Dalphin) 


For  information  regarding  membership  in  the  Special  Libraries  Association 
writs  to  M:.ss  Marian  E*  Lucius,  Executive  Secretary,  Special  Libraries 
Asscciaticnj  31  Eiast  iOth  Street,  New  York  3,  New  York* 


Effective  January  1959  the  subscription  price  for  the  Bulletin  will  be  jSSoOO 
per  year,  liicreased  costs  make  this  c'nange  necessary* 
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ALASKA »  MAP  RE3DURCES  OF  THE  49th  STATE 
by  Jeannette  Stewart 

It  may  come  a.3  a  surprise  to  those  unfamiliar  with  the  history  of  Alaska  to 
learn  that  its  change  from  the  status  of  a  "Territory"  to  that  of  a  "State"  will 

in  the  forty*-aaY8nth  year  of  its  position  as  a  territorial  dependency  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  a  fact  not  gerjerally  known  or  remembered  thatg  dating  from 
the  time  of  its  purchase  from  the  Russian  government  in  1867  until  Congress  passed 
the  Organic  Act  in  1912 j,  Alaska  was  designated  in  atlases  and  encyclopedias  merely 
as  •'a  District  of  the  United  States  of  America;,  occupying  the  extreme  northwestern 
part  of  North  America  and  the  adjacent  islands." 

While  these  changes  in  Alaska’’ s  governmental  status  do  not  affect  the  geo¬ 
graphical  boundaries  of  the  new  state  a-bomingj  the  granting  of  statehood  does 
have  a  peculiar  geograptiical  significance  that  poses  an  interesting  problem  to 
mcdern  geographers.  As  banner-headlined  in  an  Oregon  newspaper  over  an  Associated 
Press  dispatch  date-lined  Washington,  July  9  (only  a  few  days  after  Congress® s 
statehood  decision),  four  words  told  the  storys  "Alaska  entry  shifts  Cu*  S.] 
center."  This  referred  to  the  fact  that  with  Alaska® s  entry  as  the  49th  state, 
"the  geographic  heart  of  the  United  States  may  no  longer  be  in  the  United  States 
at  alio" 


The  formal  admission  of  Alaska  into  the  Union  also  signifies  many  other 
types  of  change  that  will  surely  mark  an  important  new  era  in  the  history  of  this 
vast  and  richly  endowed  country.  Librarians  everytPrtiere  will  need  to  be  alert  to 
ihe  increased  demand  for  information  concerning  the  new  State.  In  this  geography- 
and  mapr'-onscious  age  there  are  certain  to  be  many  requests  for  geographical 
materials,  particularly  maps,  that  pertain  to  Alaska*  Where  are  they  to  be  found? 
What  of  the  resciurces  of  libraries  in  Alaska?  Of  map  collections  in  libraries  in 
the  other  forty -eight  states? 


A  ccn^rehenstve  answer  to  these  questions  would  require  both  extensive 
researt.h  ar.d  compilation  of  official  data  that  is  beyond  the  present  scope  of  this 
article.  However,  it  is  felt  that  a  discussion  of  library  and  map  resources  in 
Alaska  and  a  listing  of  selected  collections  outside  Alaska  will  prove  of  timely 
interest  and  use  to  the  BULLETIN  readers. 

Some  of  tne  information  contained  in  this  article  has  been  culled  from 
SLA®s  own  publications  MAP  COLLECTIONS  IN  THE  U,  S.  AND  CANADA;  a  directory, 
publlsned  in  1954.  The  directory  was  scanned  not  only  for  these  entries  that 
specifically  cited  Alaska  material  in  their  collections  but  also  for  those  Tfdiich, 
hy  geographical  or  subject  association,  could  be  presumed  to  include  Alaska 
material.  The  selection  on  library  and  map  resources  in  Alaska  was  based  on 
research  carried  out  by  the  author  in  a  recent  historical  study  of  library  service 
in  Ala  ska.  »■ 


*  Stewart,  Jeannette.  "Library  service  in  Alaska;  a  historical  study."  Thesis 
submitted  in  partial  fulfillment  of  the  requirements  for  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Librariansnip,  University  of  Washington,  1957. 
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Library  aod^p  resc-jrces  in  Alaska 

That  the  library  of  the  University  of  Alaska  was  the  only  one  of  Alaska® s 
libraries  to  be  listed  in  SLA’s  directory  in  1954  curiously  reflects 
the  lonely  and  somewhat  under^developed  status  of  the  majority  of  Alaska® s 
lioraries  at  that  tune* 

TO  understand  this  situations  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  Alaska ®s  small 
libraries  were  maintained  under  difficult  conditions  in  a  huge  area  where  the 
raajorit;^  of  conrainities  lie  isolated  from  each  other  and  are  accessible  only  by 
air  and  water  transportationo  They  had  little  or  no  communication  with  other 
libraries  either  in  or  outside  Alaska  and  were  entirely  the  result  of  independent 
and  local  enterprise.  The  majority  of  these  libraries  were  staffed  with  volunteer 
nc»n-professional  librarians  and  shared  no  coinnon  benefit  or  guidance  from  the 
terratoria.L  government  beyond  a  small  grant  given  incorporated  library  associations 
from  1.949  until  1955  o  It  was  not  until  October  1955  that  legislative  action 

a  Department  of  Library  Service  which  today  serves  as  Alaska’s  first  central 
lib^axy  agency 

Under  the  direction  of  Alaska’s  first  state  librariein,  Miss  Dorothy  Jo  Phelps j, 
library  service  is  steadily  progressing  and  it  is  good  news  for  librarians  and 
researeners  everywhere o  The  headquarters  of  the  Department  of  Library  Service 
are  at  present  located  in  the  Alaska  Office  Building  in  Juneau  which  is  the  49th 
state’s  capital  city. 

As  Alaskans  can  be  considered  fully  as  geography-  and  map-conscious  as 
their  feUow-citizenr  in  continental  United  States g  it  is  inconceivable  that  their 
four  Largest  cities  would  be  without  map  resources.  As  no  questionnaire  has  yet 
been  sent  out  to  confirm  the  actual  map  resources  of  the  libraries  or  agencies 
cited  below  for  each  city,  readers  desiring  specific  information  are  advised  to 
write  to  the  Department  of  Library  Service  concerning  individual  library  resources 
or  to  tne  agencies  named. 


JUNEAU 

As  Alaska’s  capitalj  Juneau  is  the  seat  of  state  government  and  headquarters 
for  many  of  the  federal  agencies  that  have  operated  in  Alaska  for  more  than  fifty 
years.  Under  the  new  state  constitution,  the  former  territorial  agencies  can  be 
expected  to  undergo  reorganization  with  resulted  possible  shifts  in  policy  and 
location  of  the  Headquarters  offices.  The  names  and  addresses  of  the  present 
state  agencies,  therefore,  should  be  considered  temporary, 

Alaska  Hi.stoncal  Library  and  Museum,  This  is  a  state  institution,  founded  in  1900, 
and  is  a  depository  for  all  U,  S.  government  publications  pertaining  to  Alaska,  A 
fuli-tiroe  prcfessioral  librarian  was  appointed  in  1953  to  catalog  the  library’s 
collection. 

Address^  E,  L,  Kelthann,  Curator  and  Librarian,  Alaska  Historical  Library  and 
Museum,  Juneau, 


itjiKicii  l  agencies.  For  information  on  city  maps;  plats,  water  and  engineering 
survej-  etc,,  tne  City  Council  should  be  consulted. 

Address j  Mayor’s  Office,  Juneau, 
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state  agencies o  The  following  is  a  selected  list  of  existing  pre-statehood 
agenciesp  chosen  to  illustrate  variety  of  map  materials  they  can  be  presumed 
to  issue  o  Cof-sult  Annual  report  of  the  Governor  of  Alaska  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  In^erjjcr  „  Government  Printing  Office^  Washington^  for  complete  listing 
of  current  in  Alaska  and  nature  of  their  worko  Titles  of  directors 

and  local  addrese  of  five  agencies  are  here  givens 

(1)  Alaska  Development  Board,  Po  0^  Bex  50. 

(2)  Executive  Director,  Alaska  Rural  Development  Board,  Juneau® 

(3)  Lasid  Director,  Department  of  Lands,  Juneau®  This  is  a  new  agency, 
established  by  legislative  action  1957® 

(4)  Oomau  ssicner  cf  Uines,  Department  of  Mines,  Juneau® 

(5)  Chief  Engineer  3  Public  Wbrks  Division,  Alaska  Highway  and  Public  Works 
Depa  rt  me  nt  3  Juneau  c 

Dnited  States  Gover foment  agencies®  The  1957  edition  of  Mid-century  Alaska®  a 
miniature  encyclopedia  of  Alaska  issued  by  the  United  States  Department  of  the 
Interior 3  Office  of  Territories,  Washington,  includes  a  chapter  on  the  maps  of 
Alaska  pub listed  by  various  federal  agencies®  Chapter  subdivision  headings 
indicate  typ-es  cf  maps  and  charts  that  are  discussed^  Aerial  photographs, 
Aeronautical  cnarts,  Alaska  Highway  maps,  Gei^xogic  maps,  Land  Survey  and  Forest 
maps,  Nai^tical  charts,  and  Topographic  maps®  Full  description  of  the  maps  and 
charts  available,  prices,  and  distributing  agencies  with  their  addresses  are 
givefio  I'M*"  of  these  agencies  are  located  in  Juneaui 

(1)  Regicrial  Forester,  United  States  Forest  Service® 

(2)  Regional  EngjLr«eer,  Region  10,  Bureau  of  Public  Roads® 


ANCHORAGE 

A-rxchorage  is  the  largest  city  in  Alaska  vdth  an  estimated  metropolitan 
district  population  of  80,000®  It  is  the  headquarters  of  northern  defense? 
Aiaskar  Command,  Alaskan  Air  Command,  United  States  Army,  Alaska®  Agricultural 
activities  of  Alaska  are  centered  within  fifty  miles  of  Anchorage  at  Palmer® 

Alaska  Hlftfiway  Research  Company.  Box  2175,  Anchorage.  A  private  institution, 
publisher  of  annual  guidebook,  MileTX)st »  1957  edition  states?  ’’Publishers  of 

Alaska  Hi^ghway  maps  and  travel  literature  since  1944®" 

Zo  Jj.  I^ussac  P;d)lic  Libmry^  Befitting  Anchorage® s  claim  to  title  of  "All- 
Americar  City,"  this  is  the  state’s  most  modern  public  library® 

Muaicipai  agencies®  Inquiries  should  be  addressed  to  mayor  of  Anchorage* 

State  agervcies- 

(^)  Alaska  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Palmer® 

(2;  Alaska  Dtspartment  of  Agriculture,  Palmer® 
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Stat  a^enc  le  s  o 

(3)  Alaska  Seal  Conservation  Service j  Palmer, 

(4)  Arrtic  HeaLtft  Research  Center c  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare, 
Librarjo  Described  by  State  Librarian  in  1957  as  "probably  the  most 
ex-tenswe  researen  libra^  in  Alaska,"  it  is  located  in  Anchorage. 

( 5 )  Dir ec to r ,  Highway  Division  ,  Alaska  Highway  and  Public  Works  Department o 
This  division  of  the  department  has  jurisdiction  over  highway  planning. 

^  si:,  ‘ 

(1)  Urited  States  Geological  Survey,  210  Glover  Building.  Topographic  maps  in 
re'iOM'a}  ssance  map  series  available  at  this  agency. 


FAIRBANKS 

Situated  in  a  nch  gold-nLirang  area,  Fairbanks  is  the  principal  city  in 
tbs  Interior  of  Alaska.  Ari  important  transportation  center  for  air,  highway  and 
railroad  traffic ,  it  serves  as  the  nortnern  terminus  of  the  United  States 
go /errment “-rwned  Alaska  Railroad.  Near  the  city,  but  with  its  own  postal  station 
at  ColLege,  ia  the  University  of  Alaska, 

Ge:rge  C.  Thomas  Mem~rial  Library,  Public  library  serving  metropolitan  area  of 
Fairbanks, 

Muni c  1  pal  agenc ies .  Address  inq;uiries  to  Mayor  of  Fairbanks. 

St  ate  agenc_Les .  Tne  University  of  Alaska  is  the  last  of  the  land-grant  colleges 
-n  the  Urated  States  and  is  the  new  state’s  principal  institution  of  higher 
iearnrr^go  By  legislative  acxion  in  1953  the  university  was  given  authority  to 
cooperate  vath  qualified  school  districts  in  the  setting  up  of  community  colleges 
in  Anchcrage,  Juneau- Douglas  district,  and  Ketchikan.  The  university  also 
operates  the  Acvtio  Research  Laboratory,  Arctic  Institute  of  North  America,  for 
the  Office  of  Naval  Research,  an  important  base  for  arctic  field  research  projects. 

University  of  Alaska  Library.  University  of  Alaska,  College,  Alaska.  Technically 
classified  as  a  college  library,  it  is  an  United  States  Government  map  depository, 
Army  Map  Service.  It  possesses  the  largest  collection  of  library  materials  of  any 
library  iii  illaska,  with  more  than  20,000  bound  volumes.  [The  Alaska  Historical 
Library  axA  Museum  In  Juneau  comes  second  with  slightly  more  than.  15,000  volumes 
In  1C.V.  library] 

Unit  e«.i  Slat  eg  Go  verg:>ment , 

(i)  Al.aska  Dastrlbution  Unii,  United  States  Geological  Survey,  520  Illinois 
Stree', ,  Top:- graphic  maps  in  reconnaissance  map  series  available. 


KETCHIKAN 

Ketrnijcan  is  Alaska’s  most  soutineriy  metropolis,  and  the  first  ilLaskan 
■J.ty  situated  north  of  Seattle,  Washington,  The  49th  state's  largest  commercial 
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UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY 


ALASKA. 


1 


flshiRg^  fleet  is  located  here  as  is  the  Fishery  Products  Laboratory  maintained 
by  the  United  States  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service®  Ketchikan  won  national  distinction 
in  19f8  as  one  of  the  11  winners  of  the  "All-American  City"  award  and  is  developing 
rapldljs,  due  to  the  economic  benefits  of  a  huge  pulp  mill  (Alaskans  first)  erected 
just  north  of  the  city  and  completed  in  1955® 

Ketchiican  Publi^c  Library®  Oldest  library  in  Alaskaj,  still  without  a  building  of 
its  own  but  possessing  a  good  collection  with  emphasis  on  Alaskana* 


Address  inquiries  to  City  Manager,  Ketchikan  City  Council® 


United  States  Government® 

9L)  Fisnery  Products  Laboratory,  Library® 


GBDLOGICAL  SURVEY  PUBLISHING  NEW  WASHINGTON  AREA  MAPS 

Publication  of  nine  individual  quadrangles,  phase  2  in  the  production  of  a 
completely  new  map  of  Washington  and  vicinity,  D®C®-Va,5,  is  nearing  completion,  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  announced® 

The  new  mapping  is  to  meet  an  immediate  need  for  accurate,  up-to-date 
gee  graphic 5  urban  development,  and  street  and  highway  information®  It  includes  the 
production  of  9  separate  7  1/ 2-minute  topographic  quadrangle  maps  in  six  colors, 
which  when  completed  will  form  the  basic  data  for  the  larger,  consolidated  area  mao 
of  th?  Nation" s  capital®  Already  available  are  the  following  seven  quadrangles s 
WashuLigton  West,  Falls  Church,  Kensington,  Alexandria,  Anacostia,  Annandale,  and 
Rockidiie  wuh  the  Beltsville  map  off  the  press  early  in  December  and  Washirgton 
East  ^  early  in  January® 


THREE  WATER  BALANCE  MAPS  OF  EASTERN  NORTH  AMERICA 

G®  Ylo  Thornthwaite  and  his  associates  John  R»  Mather  and  Douglas  B®  Carter 
have  f-zr  many  years  been  collecting  data  that  will  assist  in  calculating  the  water 
balance  cf  areas  throughout  the  world®  Key  items  in  the  data  theyhave  assembled 
fer  eastern  Ncrtn  America,  an  area  stretching  from  James  Bay  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
are  snow:}  for  the  first  time  on  three  21  x  29  inch,  fie^olor  maps,  published  by 
Rescurces  for  the  Future  November  21®  These  maps  show  potential  evapotranspiration, 
waxe^  sui^plus.;  arid  water  deficit  for  this  area®  Knowledge  of  each  of  these 
pceccmena  in  the  nydro logic  cycle  is  needed  in  calculating  net  water  availability® 

These  iriaps,  vmich  are  accompanied  by  a  56-»-page  booklet  interpreting  the 
watei^baiance  data,  are  unique  in  their  visual  presentation  of  the  known  information 
on  ms'isture  availability.  Maps  and  booklet,  contained  vrithin  the  same  covers,  will 
be  avatlaole  in  limited  quaintity  f  rom  Resources  for  the  Future,  Inc®,  1145  Nineteenth 
Street  s  NoW®,  Washington  6,  D®C®  Price  is  ;62®00. 


"COLLEGTDRS®  ITEMS" 

An  abridged  version  of  the  talk,  "Collector's  Items,"  delivered  *b8f ore  tne 
M-iseim  Division  and  the  Geography  and  Map  Division  at  the  Chicago  Natural  History 
Museum  oxi  Monday,  June  9,  1958,  by  Dr®  Clifford  C#  Gregg,  Director,  has  been  printed 
in  the  Museum  Division  Bulletin  for  November  1958. 


(7) 


A  SELECTED  BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF  ALASKA  MAPPING 
by  George  Dalphin 

General 

FitzGeraldj,  Gerald o  Surveying  arKi  mapping  in  Alaska-  (Geological  Survey 
Circular  lOll  Washin^tonj  1951  <.  24  Po  —history  and  recent  developments 

original!}  prepared  for  tne  Encyclopedia  Arcticao 

Histori-cal 

Breixiiissj,  Lo  Early  Maps  of  North-Eastern  Asia  and  of  the  Lands  around 
the  North  Pacific*  Controversy  between  Go  Fo  Muller  and  No  Delisle o 
Inylmag.'  Mand?.  ,)  Ill  (1939  )  87-995  mapso 

Mi-fiinegcta  Uawersity  Library o  James  Ford  Bell  Collection o  The  Strait  of 
A/iiari^  an  exnxbit  of  three  maps oooport raying  sixteenth  and  eighteenth 
century  concepts  of  the  waterviay  betv/een  Asia  and  Americaj  which  is  now 
known  as  the  Berir:g  Strait*  Minneapolis,  1956*  13  p*,  3  maps* 

Nunn,  George  E*  Origin  of  the  Strait  of  Anian  Concept  (George  H*  Beans 
Library  Publications  no*  3)  Philadelphiap  1929  o  36  p*,  maps* 

Philu.ps 5  Philip  Lee*  Alaska  and  the  Northwest  part  of  North  America 
1588.1898 o  Maps  ii),  the  Library  of  Congress*  Washington,  Government  Printing 
Office,  1898*  119  Po 

Wagner,  Henry  R*  The  Cartography  of  the  Northwest  Coast  of  America  to  the 
Year  1800*  Berkeley ,  California,  University  of  California  Press,  1937* 

2  Vo  Paged  ccntinaously*  ’liist  of  Maps o^svol *115  p*  273=364*  Bibliography^ 
vc-lo  II^  Po  527  s  543. 

Current 

Alaska  Mapping  Programs  and  Needs®  (a  symposioA  of  eight  papers  presented 
at  the  Third  Alaskan  Science  Conferences  September  1952  at  McKinley  Parks 
Alaska*)  In;;  Surveying  and  Mappings  Vol*  XIII s  April- June  1953,  no*  2, 
189-219?  maps* 

-—includes  s 

Bases  for  Alaska  Mapping,  by  Kirk  H*  Stone* 

The  Aeronautical  Chart  and  Information  Center,  by  Captain  Charles 
Eo  Chambers* 

Tne  U*  So  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  by  Comdr*  M*  E*  Wennermarle* 

The  Corps  of  Engineers,  by  Albert  L*  Nowicki^ 

Tne  Topographic  Division  of  the  U*  S*  Geological  Survey,  by 
Earle  J*  Fennell* 

Tne  Geologic  Division  of  the  U*  S*  Geological  Survey,  by 
George  0  *  Gates* 

The  0*  S*  Forest  Service,  by  Harold  E„  Anderson* 

Tiie  Sc'il  Conservation  Service ,  by  Thomas  H*  Day* 


FitzGerald,  Gerald.  New  Reconnaissance  Maps  of  Alaska.  In:  Survejring  and 
Mapping.  Volo  XII p  October -December  1952p  no,  4,  376-381,  illus. 


FitaGerald,  Gerald.  New  Tools  for  Mapping  in  Arctic  Alaska.  Ins  Tne 
Canadian  Ssirweyor,  XHIg  8,  July  1957  g  484-490. 

FitzGeralij,  Gerald.  Why  map  Alaska.  (Abstracted  in  Fourth  Alaskan  Science 
CcnfepeTtC'e  [Juneaug  Alaska^  September  28-October  3,  1953]  Proceedings, 
p.  63)  College^  Alaskaj  1956.  —separately  printed  by  the  U,  S.  Geological 
Sair/ey. 


Jarmanj  J.  T.  Movement  of  Triangulation  Marks  Set  in  Permafrost  (in  Alaska)  p 
Ins  Joimal  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  &irvey,  6,  1955,  11-220 

Loving,  Hugh  Bo  Twin  Photography  for  Mapping  Alaska* s  Brooks  Range.  Ins 
Surveying  and  Mapping.  XVII ,  1957,  3,  2&5-269o 

MundiVCg  J,  E.  Field  Operations  for  Mapping  Alaska‘S s  Brooks  Range.  Ins 
Surveying  and  Mapping,  XVII,  1957s  3,  270-274. 

Panel  on  Arctic  mapping  (held  at  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
American  Society  of  Photgrammetry,  Washington,  January,  1953)  Ins 
Photogrammetric  Engineering  Vol.  19,  no,  3,,  June  1953,  375-412. 

—of  eleven  papers  includes  the  following  relating  to  Alaskas 

Arctic  Air  Photography  -  Arctic  Mapping,  by  Lt.  Col.  Paul  E. 

Gremmler . 

Horizontal  and  Vertical  Control  for  Arctic  Mapping  by  Comdr. 

Hubert  A.  Pa  ton. 

Mapping  in  the  Arctic,  by  Gerald  FitzGerald, 

U,  So  Mappirg  in  the  Arctic  and  Sub-Arctic  Regions  of  the  Western 
Hemisphere,  by  Albert  L.  Nowicki. 

Pierce,  Charles.  Connection  to  the  Bering  Sea  Islands.  Ins  Journal  of 
the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  5,  1953,  3-10  — EPI-Shoran  trUateration. 

Rude,  Gilbert  T.  Our  last  frontier.  The  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey's 
Work  in  Alaska  (Ins  Geogr.  Rev.  XL VII,  3,  1957,  p.  349-364,  ilius.;  — 
nistory  and  present. 

UoSo  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey.  The  Journal,  Number  1  thru  Number  7, 

Jan«iary  19 m8  —  October  1957.  (publication  terminated)  — contains  many 
articles  on  Survey  activities  in  Alaska. 

Washburn,  B.  Mapping  Mt.  McKinley.  InsScientific  American,  Vol.  180, 
January  1949,  47-51 . 

Wnittenj  Ciiarles  A.  Geodetic  Surveys  in  Alaska.  Inslhe  Military  Engineer, 
XLVin*  July-August  1956,  324,  276-8. 

—A  non-techni.cai  rlarume  of  past  and  present  operations.  Diagram  of 
completed  trianguiation  and  trUateration. 


(9) 


SOME  RECENT  AND  STANDARD  MAPS  OF  ALASKA 
by  Charles  lYo  Buffum  and  George  Ro  Dalphin 


Base  Maps 

AiaBka,  Map  Ao  1“5.)000,000  Washingtonj  U.S.  Geological  Surveys  1947 o 
17  X  24  inches o  30  cents o 

Aiaska^  Map  lgl3584.)000  Washington,  U.So  Geological  Survey,  1955 o 
2  sheets  36  x  51  inches.  —  also  available  in  contour  edition.  ;Slc50o 

Alaska,  Map  C.  1x12,000,000  Washington,  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  1940. 

10  X  15  inches.  10  cents. 

Alaska,  Map  E.  1x2,500,000  Washington,  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  1954. 

34  X  48  inches.  "Base  edition.  Shows  railroads,  highways,  cities  and 
settlements,  airfields,  streams,  lakes  and  mountain  ranges  in  black, 
blue  and  red  on  buff  background.  Boundaries  of  judicial  districts  are 
shown  in  green.  No  contours."— U.S.G.S.  New  publication,  June,  1957. 

75  cents.— also  available  in  shaded  relief  edition.  ;6l.90o 

Map  Series 

Index  to  maps  of  Alaska,  August  1958,  1; 3, 800, 000.  Ln.s.,  5th  ed.3 

Washington,  U.^.  Geological  Survey  [1958]  24  x  34  inches  folded  to 

11  X  8  inches.  Caption  title,  on  outside  when  folded:  Index  to 
topographic,  mapping  in  Alaska.  Text  and  list  of  maps  on  verso,  gratis. 

(Alaska)  Topographic  mapping  •=  progress  of  operations.  Principal 
territorlea.  1:4,000,000.  Washington,  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  1958. 

24  X  38  inches.—  issued  quarterly.  gratis. 

Alaska  1:1,000,000  (Plastic  Relief  Maps)  V/ashington,  U.S.  Army  Map 
Service,  1951“52o  19  sheets  employing  the  World  Aeronautical  Charts 

covering  all  of  Alaska.  Hypsometric  coloring.  >6  4.  each. 

Alaska  1:250,000  (Plastic  relief  maps  -  AMS  Series  Q  501  P)  Washington, 
U.S.  Army  Map  Service,  i952'=-53.  Ten  sheets  covering  southeast,  or 
"heartland,"  Alaska,  contoured.  $  4.  each. 

Alaska  1:250,000.  'Washington,  'j.s.  Geological  Survey.  153  sheets  cover 
all  of  Alaska.  Conto^ired  with  shaded-r^ief  editions  also  available  for 
most  sheets.  50  cents. 

General  Maps 

Alaska.  1:3,000,000  Azimuthal  equidistant  projection  centered  on 
Fairbartks.  Washington,  National  Geographic  Society,  1956  30  x  36  inches 
Insetsxa.  Bering  Sea,  scale  1:20,000,000.  —  b«  Diomede  Islands,  scale 
l:500«00Co  c.  Alaskans  Inside  Passage,  scale  1:2,000,000.  *—  d. 

Judicial  divisions  of  Alaska.  —  e.  Relative  size  of  Alaska  and  the  United 
States .  —  i .  Continuation  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  on  same  scale  as  main 
map 

An  index  of  3,475  place  names  is  also  issued  for  this  map. 
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General  Maps 

Official  road  map,  Alaska  and  northwestern  Canada.  1; 5 >322,240 
1958”59  edition,  Washington,  Do  Co,  American  Automobile  Association, 
cl958«  24  X  38  inches.  Index  of  place  names,  mileage  chart,  ’Official 

map  of  western  Canada"  and  through  route  maps  of  2  cities  on  verso. 

Alasxa  conimjiication  maps  southeastern  Alaska.  1;1, 500,000.  Washington, 
Aragr  Map  -Service,  1952L.  34  x  36  inches  (AMS  8302)  Relief  indicated  by 
shading.  Shows  air,  road,  auid  railroad  facilities,  and  aids  to  navigation. 
Includes  part  of  Yukon  Territory. 

Geological  Maps 

Status  of  geologic  mapping  in  Alaska.  Is3,750,000  (4tho  edition,  September 
1955)  Washington,  U.S,  Geological  Survey,  1955.  22  x  31  inches,  gratis. 

Index  map  of  Alaska,  showing  areas  covered  by  selected  geologic  reports. 
is3,800,000.  Prepared  by  ELdward)  HLuntington]  Cobb.  2d  ed.  Washir^ton, 
U.S.  Geological  Survey,  1954*  24  x  36  inches.  In  margins  Finding  list 

of  commodities  and  areas  listed  by  Quadrangles.  Accompanied  by  bibliography 
(i5po)s  Geologic  and  water-supply  reports  on  Alaska. 

Geologic  map  of  Alaska.  Is 2,500,000,  Compiled  by  J.  Thomas  Dutro,  Jr., 
and  Thomas  G.  Payne.  Compiled  March  1954  Washington,  U.S.  Geological 
Survey,  1957 o  Insetsindex  map  showing  principal  sources  of  information 
for  compilation.  ;S2o00o 

Alaska  oil  and  gas  wells,  December  1957.  Is 3, 400, 000.  Cartography  and 
format  by  Northwest  Mapping  Service,  Seattle.  Anchorage,  Alaska,  Alaska 
Scouting  Seirre  [19573  24  x  30  inches  "57416* 

Aeromagnetic  map  of  the  Cooper  River  Basin,  Alaska.  Isl25,000o  ( Geophysica'' 
Ir*vestigatiojns  Map  GP  156).  Washington,  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  1958. 


44  X  41  inches.  75  cents. 

Geologic  map  of  the  Fairbanks  (D--2)  Quadrangle,  Alaska.  By  Troy  L.  Peivl. 
is 63 ,36c  (GQ  iOO)  Washington,  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  1957.  AoOO, 

Geologic  map  of  the  Juneau  (B-3)  Quadrangle,  Alaska.  By  Fred  Barker. 

Is 63 ,360.  (GQLOO)  Washington,  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  1957.  jfil.OO. 

Progress  map  of  the  geology  of  the  Juneau  quadrangle,  Alaska.  1:250,000. 
(Miscellaneous  Geologic  Investigations  Map  1^276)  Washington,  U.S. 
Geological  Survey,  1958.  24  x  48  inches.  50  cents. 


Re/onnaissance  geologic  map  of  the  Kateel  River  quadrangle,  Alaska. 

By  John  T.  Cass.  1:250,000  (Miscellaneous  Geologic  Investigations  Map 
1-243)  Washington,  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  1957.  24  x  31  inches.  75  cents. 

Reconnaissance  geology  of  the  Malaspina  district,  Alaska.  1:125,000. 

(Oil  and  Gas  Investigations  Map  OM  189)  Washington,  U.S.  Geological  Survey, 
1957*  40  X  54  Inches.  75  cents. 
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Geological  Maps 

Prelimii.'^ry  geologic  map  of  the  Nulato  and  Kateel  Rivers  areaj  Alaska. 
1:;1255000o  (Miscellaneous  Geologic  Investigation  Map  1-249)  Washington^ 
UoSo  Geological  Survey ^  1957 »  48  x  31  inches.  50  cents. 

Geology  of  the  southeastern  part  of  the  Robinson  Mountains,  Yakataga 
district.,  Alaska.  By  D.  J«  Miller.  1:63,360. (oil  and  gas  investigations 
Map  OM  18?)  Washington.,  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  1957  .  39  x  43  inches 

--2  sheets.  ^.50  /  set 

Geologic  reconnaissance  in  the  Yukon-Kuskokwim  Delta  region,  Alaska. 

By  Warren  L.  Goonrad.  1:500,000.  (Miscellaneous  Geologic  Investigations 
Map  1=223)  Washington,  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  1957.  30  x  43  inches. 

75  cents. 


Otner  Topical  Maps 

Aen; nautical  and  nautical  charts  of  Alaska  are  published  by  the  U.S. 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey.  More  than  200  have  been  produced.  A  catalog 
is  available. 


Territorial  and  States— Alaska  air  routes  of  United  States  carriers, 
December  31,  1957.  Washington,  U.S.  Civil  Aeronautics  Board,  1957. 

14  X  20  inches—  issued  annually.  gratis. 

Alaska.  Erosion  and  land-use  conditions.  Matanuska  Area.  1:31,630. 
Washingtotij,  U.S.  Soil  Conservation  Service,  1946.  13  sheets, 

18  X  15  inches. 

i^gprac  chart  of  Alaska,  1955**  No ,30696.  Washington,  U.S.  Coast  and 
Geodetic  Survey,  1955-ii  23  x  43  inches.  40  cents. 


An  atlas  of  Alaska  showing  Federal  land  withdrawals  and  reservations. 
Washington ^  U.S.  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  1952.  --revisions  issued 
irregularly. 


Post  route  map,  Alaska.  1:2,500,000,  Published  by  order  of  the  Postmaster 
General  May  15 s  1958.  [Washington,  U.S.  Post  Office  Dept.,  1958]  36  x  50 

inches.  Inset:  Scutheastern  Alaska  [ca .1:1,584,000] 


City  of  Anchorage,  Alaska,  October  1950;  rev.  1954.  Scale  [l:6,000] 
1  Inch  -  50C  feet.  [Anchorage]  Office  of  the  City  Engineer  [1954] 
36  X  65  inches.  Blue  line  print.  Shows  subdivision  into  city  lots. 


Metropolitan  Anchorage,  Alaska  guide  map.  [ca.l: 21,300]  1st.  ed., 
1954^*55.  Seattle,  Northwest  Mapping  Service;  distributor;  Northwest 
Magazine  Distributing  Co.  [1954]  20  x  33  inches.  "Street  directory,” 
illus.  and  descriptive  text  in  margin. 


Fairbanks,  Alaska  and  vicinity,  [l; 12,000]  1=1,000.  Map  prepared  by 
City  Eng.  Dept.  [Fairbanks]  1942.  16  x  21  inches. 
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other  Topical  Maps 

Maps  of  Juneau 0  Alaska.  Lis 4s 800}  1  inch  -  400  feet.  J.  L.  NcNamara, 
city  engineer.  Drawn  by  Chester  K.  Tripp,  Dec.  1941;  rev.  1-6-48. 

C Juneau 5  1958]  17  x  19  1/2  inches.  Reproduced  photographically. 

Juneau  and  vicinity,  Alaska.  Topographic  map,  Alaska,  First  Judicial 
Division.  1^24,000.  Edition  of  1950.  Mapped,  edited  and  published  by 
tne  Geological  Survey  Washington,  U.S.  Geological  Survey  [1950]  26  x 

26  inches. 

Ketcmkan,  Alaska.  [caol36,600]  Produced  and  distributed  by  Mike  and 
Marilyn  Miller.  Ketchikan,  Marilyn  Miller,  cl958, 

Kodiak  townsite,  Alaska.  Lea.  1:1, 800]  Conqpiled  from  General  Land  Office 
tcwnsite  map.  Compiled  by  Marion  H.  Swanson,  11-4^48.  [Washington] 

Bureau  of  the  Census  [1948J  42  x  55  inches.  Blueprint* 

Metlakatla.  Prelimiriary  drawing  accompanying  application  for  water,  sewer, 
and  street  projects  Community  Facilities  Service,  General  Services  Adminis- 
tratiori»  [ls2,400]  1*  -  200®.  Application  by  Town  of  Metlakatla,  Alaska, 
Council  Annette  Islands,  Reserve.  Drawn:  J.  H,  Erickson  Engineering 
Company,  Ketchikan,  Alaska;  date  3-28-50.  21  x  33  inches.  Reproduced 

photographically. 

Plot  plan,  Mt.  Edgecumbe,  Alaska,  [Scale  not  given]  Prepared  by  E.H.P., 
Alaska  Native  Service,  Date  10-26-50,  Washington,  D.  C,  Dept,  of  the 
Interior,  Bureau  of  Inaian  Affairs  [l950]  42  x  83  inches.  Reproduced 

pno  to  graph  1C  ally.  "Drawing  no*  S145-1,  revised," 

Mt ,  MrKuiIey  National  Park,  Alaska.  1:250,000.  Washington,  U.S,  Geological 
Sarvt/,  1951  o  25  x  32  inches  —Available  in  contour  or  shaded-relief 
f.-'ditionso  50  cents. 

Map  of  the  city  of  Nome,  Alaska.  [ls2,400]  1"  ^  200®  Drawn  by  E.  J.  Gorman; 
date  Febo  15,  19^.  Nome,  United  States  anelting.  Refining  and  Mining  Co., 
Nome  DepiOo  [1946]  20  x  55  inches.  Reproduced  photographically.  Shows 
subdivision  into  city  lots. 

Palmer,  Alaska*  [1:1,200]  1  incne-lOO*  Con^jiled  by  Louis  C.  Stevenson,  27 
April  1959.  [Palmer,  1949]  74  x  33  inches  Blue  line  print* 

Town  of  Palmer,  Alaska,  1948*  [lsl,200]  Drawn  from  information  and  other 
data  compiled  from  surveys  by  A.  H.  Curtis  and  R*  E.  Demming.  Drawn  and 
tracea  by  R,  E,  Demmirig  Jan*  19A8.  36  x  72  inches.  Reproduced  photc- 

graphically.  Oriented  with  north  to  the  left.  Shows  subdivision  into  city 
lots. 

Plot  of  Port  Alexander  townsite,  Alaska;  U.S.  Survey  2010,  [l;l,440]  As 

surveyed  by  Charles  P«  Seeiye,  U.S.  transitman,  June  30  to  Aug*  1,  1931. 
Accepted,  General  Land  Office,  Jai;*  9,  1934.  [Annotated:]  Red  lines 
are  city  'Limits  as  certified  by  George  G.  Laing,  mayor,  on  November  4,  1948* 
[port  Alexander?  1948]  23  x  32  inches.  Blue  line  print*  Oriented  with 
north  to  the  right.  Shows  subdivision  into  city  lots* 
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WASHINGTON  GROUP 


The  first  meeting  of  the  Map  and  Geography  Group  was  held  on  Tuesdays 
October  28th  at  8  P,  M*  in  the  ?fhittal  Pavilion  of  the  Library  of  Congress, 

It  was  a  joint  meeting  with  the  Transportation  Group  with  85  persons  present. 
Guests  included  the  First  Secretary  of  the  Belgian  Embassy,  Ifonsiewr-  Gknmotte 
and  Madams  Gennotte,  Mr.,.  Paul  Burnette,  President  of  the  DoG,  Special  Libraries 
Association  was  also  present, 

Mr,  Howell  VJalker,  photographer  and  writer  on  the  foreign  editorial  staff 
of  the  National  Geographic  Society  gave  an  interesting  talk,  illustrated  vdth 
colored  slides,  on  Belgium,  He  spoke  briefly  on  some  of  the  geographic  aspects 
of  the  country  before  showing  his  pictures.  Starting  with  slides  of  the  Grand 
’Place  in  Brussels,  many  highlights  of  the  city  were  shown.  The  cities  of 
Ajfktwerp,  Liege,  Bruges  were  also  visited.  Several  local  festivals  were  attended; 
outstanding  was  the  one  at  Lochristi,  near  Ghent,  where  begonias  are  raised 
comoierc  lally.  Here,  a  million  odd  blossoms  decorate  this  little  town  each  sumner 
for  the  begonia  festival  .  Glimpses  of  the  .ususual  small  industries  of  Belgium 
were  seen,  such  as  year-round,  grape-growing  in  hothouses  at  Hoeilaart  and  a 
tapestry  factory  in  Mechelen.  In  his  commentary  and  with  his  slides,  Mr,  ?felker 
emphasized  the  geographic  factors  of  this  little  European  country,  the  size  of 
Maryland , 


(Rachel  Sachett) 
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PER3DNAL  NOTES 


lfeuri£  C.  Goodmanj,  Chairman  of  our  Division,  resigned  from  her*  position 
as  Librarian  of  the  Office  of  Geography  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
effective  January  2,  1959 «  Although  entering  private  life  to  devote  more  time 
to  her  family,  she  vdll  continue  to  do  free  lance  writing,  editing  and  indexing o 

Alexander  0©  Vietor,  Curator  of  Maps  at  Yale,  is  the  author  of  an  article, 
"Toe  Cassini  Planisphere  of  1696,"'  in  the  November  1958  issue  of  Columbia  Library 
Columns o 


Ncriis  Felland  has  an  article,  "United  Nations  Publications  Useful  to 
Geographers"  m  The  Professional  Geographer  for  July  1958, 

Catherine  0  ©  Bahn  has  an  extensive  article  on  "The  Map  Stamps  of  the  IGY" 
in  the  Septerober-October  1958  issue  of  The  Carto*»Philatelist  © 

Ruth  Alexander,  Assistant  Librarian  at  the  U©S©  Maritime  Administration, 
Washington,  died  on  September  17© 

Dr©  Arch  C©  Gerlach,  Library  of  Congress,  addressed  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Virginia  Geographical  Society  in  Richmond  on  October  31©  His  topic  was 
"Modern  Developments  in  Map  Making  and  Map  Use©" 

Mrs©  Carre  A©  Allan,  Kentucky  Department  of  Economic  Development,  is  busy 
with  map  exhibits  and  talks.  A  recent  exhibit,  "How  Topographic  Maps  are  Made" 
was  shown  at  the  University  of  Kentucky's  Community  School-FOr-A-Day.  Mrs©  Allan 
was  awarded  a,  certificate  from  the  University  Sociology  Department  for  her  part  in 
the  session© 

Bill  M©  Woods,  Library  of  Congress,  conducted  a  seminar,  "Maps  for  Plsmning; 
Planrurig  for  Maps"  at  the  third  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Planning  Librarians 
held  in  New  York  on  October  29  in  connection  with  the  Annual  Conference  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Planners© 

Miss  Eunice  Salisbury,  SIPRE,  V/ilmette,  Illinois,  visited  in  the  Library 
of  Oorigress  and  the  Army  Map  Service  the  first  three  days  of  December. 

Dr©  Waiter  W©  Ristow,  Library  of  Congress,  reviev/ed  The  Southeast  in  Early 
Maps  by  William  P©  Gumming  in  the  October  1958  issue  of  the  William  and  Mary 
^arterly© 
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GHDIDGICAL  SURVEY  SENDS  OUT  NEARLY  200  GEDIDGIC  FIELD  PARTIES 


Field  >Nork””the  life  blood  of  geology— was  carried  on  last  year  in  the 
Geologic  Division  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  by  nearly  200  field 
parties  collecting  and  interpreting  field  data  from  a  wide  variety  of  geologic 
and  geographic  enviir;rinentSo 

Many  field  projects  included  the  preparation  of  geologic  maps.  These  are 
a  basic  tool  for  the  geologist,  for  geologic  maps  portray  the  various  kinds  of 
rocks  and  outline  the  physical  features  that  furnish  clues  in  the  quest  for  a 
better  inder standing  of  earth" s  historyp  including  the  conditions  under  which 
minerals  were  deposited. 

Other  stiidies  entailed  measurements  of  magnetic 5  electrical,  and  other 
properties  of  the  earth  by  geophysicists  in  areas  as  diverse  as  a  floating  ice 
island  in  the  Arctic  Ocean  and  a  desert  basin  in  Nevada.  Still  other  field  work 
involved  geochemists  and  geobotanists  whose  field  measurements  and  collections  of 
specimens  provide  valuable  data  on  the  distribution  of  the  small  amounts  of  metals 
in  plants  and  rocks  to  guide  those  seeking  commercial  concentrations  of  these 
metals  V 


Tne  folicwing  partial  list  of  the  Survey® s  new  field  projects  serves  to  give 
some  Idea  of  the  scope  and  purposes  of  current  field  investigation; 

Barter  Island  and  Mt.  Chamberlain  areas.  Alaska 

To  read  today- s  newspapers  brings  an  acute  awareness  that  we  must  learn 
more  about  the  Arctic.  This  project,  financed  by  the  U.S.  Air  Force,  is  another 
step  in  learning  the  effects  of  Arctic  conditions  on  engineering  and  construction, 
and  cf  uc.der standing  of  the  geology  of  the  Arctic. 

Southern  Brocks  Ptange.  Alaska 

A  re*’,oniDaissance  geologic  map  and  a  preliminary  appraisal  of  the  mineral 
potential  will  be  made  of  about  60,000  sq^iare  miles  in  one  of  the  geologically 
lesser  known  areas  in  Alaska.  In  this  rugged  and  remote  region  the  use  of  float 
planes  helicopters,  and  boats  will  lend  support  to  the  ground  assault  by  the 
field  party. 

Northern  Alaska  gecphysical  survey 

Tne  Su.rvey^3  airplane  will  fly  about  10,000  traverse  miles  this  year  in 
Alaska  making  measurements  of  the  earth® s  magnetic  field.  Study  of  results  from 
this  work  will  supply  additional  geologic  knovdedge  about  the  potential  petroleum 
provinces  of  the  Yukon  Flats,  Mlnchumina,  and  Selawik  Cenozoic  Basins© 


HELICOPTERS  SPEED  AUSKAN  MAPPING 

Award,  cf  a  ^100^000  contract  for  helicopter  use  in  Alaska  by  the  Geological 
Sorvej'  was  announced  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

Tne  award  cf  the  Survey® s  contract  was  made  to  Petroleum  Helicopters,  Inc., 
cf  Lafayette  ,  I/^ulsiana,  which  submitted  the  lowest  acceptable  bid,  $11U»25  per 
flyur.g  hour.  Comprising  flying,  time  for  both  geologic  and  topographic  mapping  in 
Alaska,  the  ccntract  provided  for  about  1,000  hours  flying  time  during  the  1958 
summer  season. 
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Ird.tial  use  of  helicopter  support  in  Alaska  was  made  by  the  Geological 
Survey  almost  a  decade  agCo  The  effectiveness  of  such  support  was  at  once 
ev:ident  in  both  the  topographic  and  geologic  mapping  phases  of  the  Survey® s 
prograno  M:-st  extensive  use  to  date  has  been  in  moving  personnel  between  key 
points  to  establish  geodetic  control  and  obtain  elevations  needed  in  the 
preparation  of  accurate  mile'-to-the-inch  topographic  maps  of  the  Territory o  - 

Saring  1957  a  helicopter  was  assigned  to  a  large  party  of  geologists 
mapping  in  southeastern  Alaska „  Project  personnel  were  quartered  on  a  power 
barge  which  was  anchored  as  near  as  possible  to  the  center  of  operations  and  each 
lay  they  were  transpcrted^  by  helicopter^  to  the  areas  of  their  field  investigations « 
Geologists®  tiiTie  and  energy.,  previously  spent  climbing  for  hoxirs  each  day  to  timber 
lirie  through  dense  forested  hiilslopes  containing  little  geologic  informationj,  were 
saved  for  field  studies  by  a  10  or  15  minute  helicopter  lift  to  the  areas  of  good 
rock  exposures o  It  is  estimated  that  the  geologic  mapping  capacity  of  the  scientists 
was  doubled  by  use  of  the  helicopter o 

The  present  contract  included  continuation  of  this  helicopter  support  and  also 
included  use  of  a  helicopter  to  advance  geologic  mapping  in  a  portion  of  the  Y\ikon« 
Koyukuk  Creta.c80us  Basino  Several  million  acres  have  been  covered  by  lease  appli¬ 
cations  in  this  area  during  the  last  year  or  sOj,  and  development  work  by  the 
petroleum  industry  is  already  in  progress o 

I-o  oeliccpters  were  engaged  in  speeding  the  topographic  mapping  in  central 
and  western  Alaska  where  a  few  gaps  still  remain  in  the  mile-to-the-inch  mapping 
of  Interior  Alaska 

Continued  imprcvement  in  efficiency  and  performance  of  commercial  helicopters 
and  increasingly  effective  utilization  on  the  part  of  the  field  personnel  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  result  in  even  greater  progress  in  the  Survey®  s  mapping  pro  gram® 

[from  Geological  Survey  press  release  =  20  May  1958] 


LANDMARKS  IN  ALASKA  MAPPING 

The  foll^Yfing  is  extracted  from  a  November  1958  letter  from 
FitzGerald- 

’DuriTig  tne  years  I  workded  with  Alaska  mapping  (1920-1957)  the  important 
milestones  in  connection  witn  its  cartography  and  geography  have  been? 

lo  The  exploration  and  reconnaissance  mapping  of  northern  Alaska » 
1923-1927  o  Sfclth  —  GoSo  Bulletin  Noc  817 « 

2o  Aerial  photographic  coverage  of  S*Eo  Alaska  by  UoS«  Navy  in 
1926  and  1929 p  with  resulting  map  compilation  by  UoSoGoSo  Sargent  and 
Moffat  -  GoSc  Bulletirk  797=E. 

3o  Aerial  pnotographic  (Trlmetrogon)  coverage  of  most  of  Alaska 
by  the  Air  Force  o  19'ii2'-1945 « 

Uo  Preparation  of  aeronautical  charts  by  the  UoSoGoSo  by  the  Air 
Force p  19u3-»1950p  from  trlmetrogon  photography o 
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5o  A  new  base  map  of  Alaska  (Map  E)  compiled  by  UoSoGoSo  from  new 
source  material  in  1950 o 

6o  New  Photography  of  Alaska  by  Navy  and  Air  Forces  1950«-1956o 

?  o  Expansion,  of  geodstic  control  by  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  to 
Include  large  areas  in  western^  northern^  and  interior  Alaska®  1950-1956o 

8o  Conrpiiation  of  150  new  reconnaissance  topographic  maps.  Scale 
1x250,000  covering  all  of  Alaska®  1947-=>1954  (This  Series  is  now  being 
revised  and  brought  up--to-date«) 

9®  Large  scale  mapping  (l',62s>360j,  or  a  mile-to-  the  inch)  of  more 
thar<  naif  of  Alaska  by  the  Amy  Engineers  (Western  Alaska)  j,  C®  and  GoSo 
(Aleutian  Islands)  and  U*SoGoSo  (Interior  and  SoE®  Alaska) 

10 o  Hign  altitude  photography,  control  and  map  compilation  (Scale 
1x250,000)  of  a  new  senes  of  modern  maps  covering  200,000  square  miles 
of  Alaska® 


I  cox-iSider  Nos®  5,  8,  and  10  above  to  be  the  outstanding  contributions  to 
Alaska  geography  and  cartography® 


BIG  ALASKA  CONTEST 

The  contest  is  overt  The  judges  have  uncovered  a  winner  in  the  person  of 
Bill  M®  Wr-ods  who  will  receive  the  Alaskan  prize®  Because  of  the  southern 
latitude  of  his  residence  he  will  receive  from  the  private  collection  of 
St'^fansscng  not  a  sealskin  coat,  but  a  fossilized  seal  tooth® « 
ar;  artii'act  with  many  potential  uses®  Pollcwing  are  listed  some  United  States 
geographical  changes  brought  about  by  the  entry  of  Alaska  as  the  49th  state x 

Highe.st  mountain  «  Mt*  McKinley  (not  Mt»  Whitney) 

Geographic  canter  =  Twc  Top  PeaK.,  SoD®  (not  Lebanon,  Kan®) 

Farthest  north  =  Point  Barrow  (not  the  Northwest  Angle, 

Lai®  of  the  Woods) 

Highest  precipitation  -  Latouche,  Alaska  (not  Olympic 

Peninsula,  Washington) 

lowest  temperature  -  Fbrt  Yukon  78  below  (not  Rogers 

Pass,  Montana) 


Largest  glacier  Muir  Glacier 

N<  rthernmc'st  library  Point  Barrow 

Fewest  gasoline  service  stations  Alaska  -  32  (not 

Wyoming) 

Pxerre®  ScD®  remains  the  smallest  state  capital.  Juneau 
lias  more  residents® 
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No  statistics  on  dog  kennels  are  presently  available o 

Further  factS’  Alaska  had  the  highest  siiicide  rate  in 
the  w>rld5  2i.o8/i00g003o o o 
the  greatest  tidal  bore  in  North  America  at 
Turnagain  Arm  -  6  knots g  6  feet  high... 

7g915  miles  of  coastline g  plas  8.590  additional 
miles  of  island  coastlineo... 

150000  m're  Eskiior's  than  any  otner  state. 

Ar.:j?  nr:  re? 


ALASKAN  OIL 

The  Department  of  the  Imericr  has  ariPOXinced  publication  of  a  detailed 
ra,rrative  on  '^Eaqilo ration  of  Naval  Pet.roleum  Reserve  No.  4  and  adjacent  areas, 
northern  Alaska.  i944*=53»” 

The  Geological  Survey  report  has  been  published  by  the  Department  of  the 
Na^^o  It  the  background  of  events  that  resxilted  in  the  irht.  clcn  of 

Pet  i.g  deffcrlbej'  me  organization^  the  long-grange  planning,  the  progress,  and 
firially  the  accomplishment  in  terms  of  the  original  objective— -"To  appraise  the 
oil  pc ssibilLties  cf  Naval  Petroleum  Reserve  No.  4  and  surrotmding  areas." 

He  ejcploration  is  described  by  years  and  the  history  of  each  of  the  10 
years  is  divided  into  discussions  of  functional  activities  such  as  general, 
piannirg  and  admin istrationg  transportation,  construction  and  maintenance, 
drill i.«*Agg  geology,  geophysics ,  and  the  support  of  other  activities.  Started  as 
a  Navy  operaticn.  exploration  was  performed  by  the  Seabees  until  1946  when  the 
worit  was  taken  over  by  a  private  orgarazat ion— Arctic  Contractors,  Inc. 

Woen  activities  were  recessed  in  1953,  iO  test  v:ells  (135,677  feet)  and 
^  core  tests  153.873  feet)  had  been  drilled,  ^wo  of  the  wells  were  more  than 
lO.’XX)  feet  de-epc  About  67,000  sauare  miles  had  been  mapped  geologically  and 
many  other  specialized  geologic  studies  had  been  made;  about  70,000  square  miles 
had  been  photcgrapned  vertically.  75,000  square  miles  had  been  surveyed  by 
airborne  magnetometer,  and  gravity  surveys  had  been  made  of  26,000  square  miles. 


THE  NAME  ALASKA 

"AlasKa.  “  The  name  Jii  the  Aleutian  language  of  the  Eskimoan  stock  (dialect  of 
iJ.^a3a5Ka  j  :f  the  Alaska  Peninsula,  which  is  that  part  of  the  mainland  of  Alaska 
that  yits  cut  toward  the  eastern  end  of  the  Aleutian  Island  chain,  is  ’’Alaxsxaq. 

The  bcmdaries  o-f  the  Alaska  Peransula  are  indefinite  to  the  east  and  the  Aleutian 
nas  n:  t ransparer-t  etymology.  Alixsxaq  is  a  normal  Aleut  noun,  and,  according 
to  speakers  of  tne  U^AIaska  dialect  of  Aleutian,  refers  to  a  land,  not  to  an  island 
The  oriinary  Russiar?  corruption  of  this  Aleutian  noun  was  A1  akSa,  ‘but:  sometimes 
A:  aSka.  The  reference  in  Russian  was  to  the  Alaska  Peninsxila.  The  region  that 
wa  call  in  E[?>gii_sh  Alaska  was  always  referred  to  by  the  Russians  as  Russian  America 
Alaska  beiame  a  Territory  of  the  United  States  as  a  result  of  the  Alaska  Purchase 
of  j  ar-d  was  a^sigrated  as  Alaska  Tf>Kd.tc>ry,  the  name  Alaska  being  extended  to 
•i-r^jigrate  tne  entire  maisland  and  islands  of  the  purchase." 

[eK».7a;’:ed  from  State  Names,"  by  Johoi  P.  Harrington,  pp. 575—388  cf 
tne  Silt hS'O man  Report  for  19541. 


The  complete  disacssion  of  Alaska  as  a  name  is  found  ins  Stewardj  George  R 

Tne  Name  Alaskao  InsNames,  Voloi,  No«43  I9565  193-204« 


FOR  SALE 

krtj  iiststltuticr*  or  individual  irtio  wishes  to  accumulate  a  full  set  of  the 
Arjnals  cf  the  Asscciation  of  American  Geographers  may  be  interested  in  purchasing 
tr.e  following  from  Professor  Dc*^ig,Las  Do  Crary  in  the  Department  of  Geography  at 
the  Uai/ersity  of  Mlcnlgan, 

VobDues  65  1916  through  30^  1940s  of  the  Annals 
Voices  6  through  13  are  in.  their  original  blue 
boani  bindings  and  the  remainder  unbound® 

Price  0^5  oOO  for  the  25  volumes  o 

Volumes  1  thrcigb,  5  may  be  purchased  separately  from  the  H.  Po  Kraus  Reprint 
Corporations  16  East  «*6tho  Streets  New  York  17 s  NoYo 


loGoUo  =  STATUS  OF  GEOGRAPHY 

A  limited  irmnber  cf  copies  of  the  following  publication  are  available 
in  tne  Map  Divisions  Library  of  Congress  for  distribution  upon  request  by  oi.er 
iubrarless  insti.tut  ionsp  or  societies s 

Publication  Nmber  7  of  the  XVII th 
Internaticnal  Geographical  Congress 1 
Tne  Status  of  Geography  in  Countries 
Adtering  to  the  Interriatiorial 
Geographical  Union® 

It  is  av  SO  page.,  paper  bound  document  prepared  in  1952  by  the  International 
Ocmouttees  for  the  IGU  in  the  following  countries^  Austriaj  Belgium,  Brazil, 
Canadac,  Chlie,  Cninao  Denmark,  Egypt,  Germany,  Great  Britain,  India,  Indonesia, 
Israel,  Italy,  Mcr':>cco,  Netherlands,  New  Zealand,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  Turkey, 
United  States  and  Yugoslavia® 


(Arch  Co  Gerlach) 

UkP  EXPORTS 

Statistics  in  the  September  22,  1958,  Publishers”  Weekly  reveal  that  in 
1957  maps  and  cnarts  worth  JSI.,1979657  were  exported  from  the  United  States  o  The 
figure  for  1956  was  Si ,173, 274® 


CARDS  FOR  AMS  DEPOSITORY 

The  Library  of  Congress  is  planning  to  prepare  printed  cards  for  the  new 
depository  of  maps  from  the  UoS®  Army  Map  Service®  Information  about  their 
amilability  from  the  Card  Divisio.u  will  be  sent  all  depository  libraries* 
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NEW  BOOKS 


Compiled  by  Bill  Mo  Woods 

Barnc'ttj  Giifford  Hop  ar*d  others.  Poland,  its  people,  its  society,  its  culture. 
NoJfoj)  Grove  Press  [19583  470  po  'maps.  (Survey  of  the  World  Cultures)  /§7o50o 
Reviews  Polish  geography,  history,  economy,  politics,  religion  and  their 
Int  err  elationships . 


Barrow,  Henry  Do  Paradise  norths  an  Alaskan  Year.  N.Yo,  Dial  [19563  242  po 

^iUoQOo  Just  an  interesting  account. 

Biutenitock,  David.  The  ocean  of  air.  New  Brunswick,  N.J.,  Rutgers  University 
Press,  to  be  published  May  1959.  A  new  approach  to  many’s  natural  environment 
of  weather  and  climate  and  their  effect  upon  his  life. 

Bcrcheri,  John.  R.  Minriesota^s  changing  geography.  Minneapolis,  University  of 
Mmr>esota  Press,  1958.  ;S4o25o  Juvenile. 

Butler,  Evelyn  I.  Alaska,  the  land,  and  the  people.  N.Y.,  Viking  [19573  159  p. 
illus.  J^o50o  A  brief  introduction. 

GhookolingOy  ^rank  C.  India;  the  inside  story  past  and  future;  a  comprehensive 
appraisal.  NoY.,  Exposition  Press  [19583  195  p.  (Exposition  ■=  Banner  Book) 

Describes  Indian  economy,  ctilture,  society,  politics,  and  history. 

Crisler.  Lois.  Arctic  wild  [1st  edo3  N.Y.,  Harper  [19583  301  p»  illus.  Mo95o 

Deasy,  George  F.,  and  others.  The  world® s  nations;  and  economic  and  regional 
geography.  Philadelphia,  Lippincott,  1958.  991  p.  illus .,  diagrs.,  maps. 

(Lippiocott  College  Geography  Series)  ^0,00. 

Emerson,,  Wilioara  C.  The  land  of  the  Midnight  sun;  the  story  in  words  and  pictures 
of  the  Alaska  Highway,  Alaska,  the  Alaska  Indians,  and  the  Alaska  Eskimos. 
Philadelphia,  Dc-rrance  [19563  179  p.,  illus.  ;63.00«  Personal  narrative. 

Fisher.  Robert  M.  How  about  the  weather?  N.Y.,  Harper,  1958.  172  p.  /S3.75. 

Revised  editiorj*;  for  the  layman.  New  material  on  hurricanes,  jet  stream, 
weather  map  interpretation. 

Fcrtme.  Tbe  explodiuAg  metropolis.  Garden  City,  N.Y.  Doubleday ,  1958.  193  p. 

illus.,  diagrs 0  >63.95.  From  a  series  in  the  magazine  on  urban  problems  and 
their  solution. 

Freuchen,  Peter  and  Salcmonsen,  Finn.  The  Arctic  Year.  N.Y.,  Putnam  [19583 
h38  p.  illus. c  -liaps,  photos.  >65.95.  A  inontn^yHiionth  account  of  the  natural 
life  of  the  Arctic. 


Greening.,  Ernest  H.  The  state  of  Alaska.  N.Y.,  Random  House  [195^3  606  p., 

maps,  diagrs.  ;S7o50o  A  good  one  volume  history  of  the  newest  state  by  its 
g^vernr-r . 

Hobbs ^  Samuel  Huntington.  Jr.  North  Carolina;  an  economic  and  social  profile. 
Cnapei  Hill.  University  of  North  Ca’^lma  Press  [19583  397  p.  diagrs. 

>66'.OG,  A  complete  survey  of  modern  North  Carolina. 


Hough  Jack  L<,  The  geology  of  the  Great  Lakes,,  Urbanuaj,  University  of  Illinois 
Press,  to  be  published  December  1958.  320  p,  illus.p  maps.  48.50.  First 
compiete  cictare  cf  Great  Lakes  geology  sLoce  1915. 

Huoker  Heray  L.  Ind^striai  ^e^^latlcn  of  Columb-us,  Ohio.  Columbus j  Ohio  State 
Ufirversiry  [i958l  285  p.  illus..  mapsp  diatrs.  (Bureau  of  Business  Research 

iT»:  rr graph  no.  93)  jS/,>oXo  Examines  both  internal  and  external  forces  of 
iiii’Iuer  ■  Hu/u<’er  is  an  Onic  State  Geograpner. 

Jar recT  Henry,  and  others.  Perspectives  on  conservation;  essays  on  Americas 
naturi.  resouic es.  Baltimore.  Jcnn  Hopkins  Press,  to  be  published  November 
1958,  »0*}.  Grill  ical  review  of  resource  problems  of  the  past  fifty  years 

and  pr.'jectiof  f:r  the  futureo  Sponsored  by  Resources  for  the  Fut'urej,  Inc. 

Ken «  Gs^Jrge  S.  Okir^awa  the  nistory  of  ar?,  island  people.  Rutland j  Vt.j, 

Cnarle,;  E,  Tuttle  [)958j  36')  p..  ilius.p  maps.  4^.75 .  Goegraphyi,  history, 

politics,  a'iC  social  de^/elopmer.t . 

Lantis  David  A’.  Alaska  [Prepared  with  the  cooperation  of  the  American  Geograpnical 
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